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Introduction 


In 1989, the first Cumulative Index to the Comparative Education Review was com- 
piled by Philip Altbach, Harold Noah, and Gail Kelly at the Comparative Education 
Center, State University of New York at Buffalo. Frequent users of that version rec- 
ognize its outstanding value and the debt our field owes to its compilers. In prepar- 
ing this newest index edition, we began with the original as a template, scanned it 
into a computer, and then converted it into table format so that each entry could 
be labeled for subject and area cross-listing. Then all articles published from 1990 
through 1998—the years not covered by the original—were added to the list by 
hand. We then extensively revised the resulting expanded list by altering categories 
and introducing new ones to make this version more accessible and accommodating 
to a much greater variety of interests. 

All articles are listed alphabetically by author. Though the general shape of the 
citations has not been changed from the original Index, we modified the font style 
to make citation information easier to read. Authors’ names appear in capitals. Ar- 
ticle titles are bold, with volume and page numbers in italics. Articles that appear in 
a special issue or as part of a symposium or special focus are described as such in 
the title. Headings in the subject index were made more specific to avoid listing an 
unwieldy number of articles under a single heading. For example, the heading 
“Comparative Education” was divided into “Comparative Education—Area Ap- 
proaches,” “Comparative Education—History,” “Comparative Education—Orga- 
nization,” and so on. The area index uses headings that refer to geographical, polit- 
ical, and even linguistic qualifiers. Both past and present names of nations are used 
in order to reflect more accurately the content of the articles. Last, we append lists 
of all special issues, special themes/foci, symposia, editorials, and editors, including 
the years they served. 

The original 1989 edition was much more concise, relying on a system that 
listed each article entry by author and an assigned number. Most articles were then 
cross-listed under geographical area and/or subject heading but only referred to by 
number. This required the user to flip back and forth between cross-listings and the 
author index to find the actual title of the work. In some of the more general subject 
headings such as “Comparative Education,” there could be as many as 50 numbers 
listed. In addition, the numbers that referred to several articles by the same author 
were often mixed up, creating some confusion. In putting together the newest edi- 
tion of the Index, brevity was sacrificed for redundancy to give the user as many 
chances as possible to find what he or she needs. The author, subject, geographic, 
and joint-author subindexes all use full-form citations, eliminating the need to refer 
recurrently to different sections to find the topic of an article. 

In the older version, too, some articles were listed only in the author index, so 
unless one sought those particular items by author, they could not be easily found. 
In the new Index, every article has been cross-referenced in at least one other sec- 
tion. Articles that encompass several subjects or areas are listed under each relevant 
heading. Hence, a single article title may appear five or even more times, so that, 
once again, it is as easy as possible for the user to find what he or she needs. 

Among the items not included in either this or the original Index are book 
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INTRODUCTION 


reviews, book notes, editorials (except as an appended list), and organizational no- 
tices. These elements are not unimportant to the Review; indeed, editorials in par- 
ticular can be extremely informative regarding editors’ standards and goals and 
trends in the field of comparative education as a whole, and readers are encouraged 
to refer to them often. Specially featured themes and special issues on particular 
topics also reflect the editors’ interests and judgments about important topics to 
which insufficient attention had been paid: the Soviet Union (George Z. F. Bere- 
day); the IEA (Harold J. Noah); politics, development, and reform, particularly in 
Greece (Andreas M. Kazamias); women and minority issues, planning, and the role 
of international organizations (Philip G. Altbach); democratization, Latin America, 
religion, and ethnicity (Erwin H. Epstein). In general, the appendix to this version 
of the Index is useful not only as a reference source but also for identifying tenden- 
cies within the field. 

Each editor altered the Review in some way, whether by introducing new fea- 
tures, changing the journal’s appearance, or encouraging particular theoretical and 
thematic appraches. We may safely assume that John N. Hawkins and his group at 
The University of California, Los Angeles, whose editorship begins with volume 43, 
no. 1 (February 1999), will leave his distinctive stamp on the Review, just as his pre- 
decessors have done. As true in any academic field, comparative education is con- 


stanly changing—discovering and rediscovering important themes, theories, and 
voices. 


CHRISTINE S. PARKER 
ERWIN H. EPSTEIN 


Columbus, Ohio 
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